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Agro-cultural Heritage Research and Conservation Practices in
China: Progresses and Perspectives

Sun Qingzhong Guan Yao

Abstract  Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems ( GIAHS) is a program launched by the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization ( FAO) in 2002 which aims to promote regional development and improve peasants” liveli—
hoods on the premise of biological and cultural diversity preservation. Based on the practices of GIAHS in China this paper
summarizes the promoting process and research status of conservation pilot systems. The paper also reiterates the signifi—
cance of traditional agricultural knowledge to sustainable development through the communication on agricultural civiliza—
tions around the world. For the reflection on the crisis of high-tech agriculture the preservation of Agro—cultural heritage is
not only a deliberate preservation of the traditional farming wisdom around the world but also a philosophical thinking on
agricultural and rural development whose deeper value is a transcendence beyond the knowledge system of modernity and
enlightenment on the “Post-modern Agriculture”.

Key words  Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems ( GIAHS) ; Traditional agriculture system; Local knowl—

edge; Rural development



